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CityGo™ Celebrates its 6-month Anniversary
SALINA, KS – Betty*, a Salina homemaker in her 70s, depends on CityGo to take her to weekly doctor’s appointments, sometimes twice weekly. Jill*, a junior at Salina Central High School, depended on CityGo to get to and from school each day. This summer, she’ll take the bus to Central Mall, where she works part-time. John* works at Tony’s Pizza and used to pay cab fare to get to his job on time. With a CityGo Monthly Pass, he saves money and he’s never late to punch in.

There are countless stories like Betty’s, Jill’s, and John’s. Salinans who embraced CityGo six months ago when the fixed-route bus service debuted have come to depend on it for safe, affordable, and accessible transportation. Salina was ready for a low-cost, quality transit system, and CityGo filled the gap. 

More than 400 people ride CityGo Monday through Friday, and roughly 200 passengers ride on Saturdays. Each month, CityGo and the Transportation Services team at OCCK give more than 10,000 rides – well ahead of the 5,000 passengers-per-month goal that operators set before service began. OCCK Inc., in partnership with the City of Salina and the Kansas Department of Transportation, operates CityGo.
“We have been very pleased with CityGo’s performance,” said Pat Wallerius, VP/CFO at OCCK. “We hear from passengers every day who are thankful that we offer convenient and reliable transit service here in town. Hopefully, CityGo will continue to expand so that even more of Salina is covered.”

Last month, OCCK, a community service organization for persons with disabilities and Salina-based public transportation provider, was awarded $1.082 million in public transit funding by the Kansas Department of Transportation. This money was made available for economic stimulus through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and will be used by OCCK transportation services to purchase transit equipment and vehicles, and to renovate a transportation annex.

CityGo officials plan to review and revise stops and schedules in coming months so that a fourth route can be added for service in 2010. Currently, CityGo spans the city from North to South and East to West with three routes, noted by colors on route maps and bus stops: red, blue, and yellow. Service runs from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, with more than 115 fixed bus stops citywide. Funding provided by KDOT and ARRA will be used to purchase vehicles for the fourth route and other items.
“This public transit funding allows us to upgrade some of our equipment, purchase additional buses, install a new shelter at the main transfer station, and add benches at some of the stops. These improvements will assure that we can continue to offer safe and reliable transportation services,” Wallerius said. 
Since CityGo’s launch on Dec. 1, 2008, operators have added a handful of bus stops and revised scheduling so that it meets the needs of the community. For instance, bus stops were added at PetCo and Kohl’s and scheduling varied slightly so that CityGo could pick up high school students at Central or Salina South shortly after dismissal.
To celebrate its 6-month anniversary, CityGo is giving away more than two dozen free Monthly Passes. Tune into any Salina radio station for a chance to win. It also is offering half-price Monthly Passes to students all summer long, with a valid student I.D.; plus, free rides to students with a final report card. Salinans can also enjoy complimentary rides to the Smoky Hill River Festival June 11-13 with a 2009 admission button. 

Purchase a 6-Trip Ticket Book or Monthly Pass at the OCCK Transportation Center at 340 N. Santa Fe or the OCCK corporate office at 1710 W. Schilling Road. Monthly Passes can also be purchased at Salina Regional Health Center (HR Department), 400 S. Santa Fe; Bennington State Bank, 2130 S. Ohio St.; UMB Bank, 100 S. Santa Fe; and the Senior Center, 245 N. Ninth St
For more information about CityGo, visit www.salinacitygo.com. 

* Passengers described are anecdotal. CityGo will assist reporters and news crews in talking to passengers, if necessary.

About CityGo

OCCK Inc., in partnership with the City of Salina and the Kansas Department of Transportation, operates and manages CityGo fixed-route transit service. CityGo spans the city from North to South and East to West with three routes, noted by colors on route maps and bus stops: red, blue, and yellow. Service runs from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, with more than 115 fixed bus stops citywide. Fares for the CityGo buses are $1 for a Single-Trip Pass (recommended for one-way trips), $2 for a Day Pass (recommended for two-way trips and transfers), $5 for a 6-Trip Ticket Book, and $30 for a Monthly Pass. Children 10 and under ride free. For more information about CityGo, call 785-826-1583 or visit www.salinacitygo.com.

About OCCK

Since 1970, nonprofit organization OCCK Inc. has worked within the community to provide resources and education, and has been recognized in Kansas and throughout the Midwest for providing employment services, assistive technology, case management, and independent-living and residential services to persons with disabilities. Their services are available to people of any age and with varying disabilities, assisting them in their efforts to independently live and work within the community. OCCK Transportation Services provides public transportation to residents throughout North Central Kansas. Services include OCCK’s CityGo, Salina’s fixed-route bus service; Paratransit on-demand service to qualified riders; Med-A-Van non-emergency medical transport; and daily intercity service between Belleville and Salina and between Ellsworth and Salina. For more information about OCCK or OCCK Transportation Services, call 785-827-9383 or visit www.occk.com.
